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Pink Mama Theatre’s Freaks with Marek Wieczorek, Tomasz Pomersbach, Giuliano Guerrini and Slawek Bendrat.
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180 delegates, 13 performances and 12 artist pitching sessions over two days:
The Polish Dance Platform 2014 is not for those with dainty cultural appetites.
Producers, curators, journalists and ministerial delegates are all here to behold
and engage in a showcase that gets to the heart of the country’s thriving
contemporary dance scene, and interrogates what might constitute specifically
Polish dance. All this takes place in the southern city of Lublin and is handily
spread between the grand whitewashed former monastery, Centrum Kultury,
and the modern Maria Curie Skiodowska University’s arts building nearby.
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The first evening’s programme is partially scuppered at DanceTabs’ end by
some rather hefty traffic jams on the way from Warsaw. But catching the last
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Tomasz Wygoda performing in his Nijinsky. The Rite of Dreams.
© Jakub Wittchen. (Click image for larger version)

Vulnerability continues in Pink Mama Theatre's Freaks. Justifiably the text of
the piece is performed in Polish, but even with Polish Cultural Institute’s Anna
Gruszka's post-show translations, it relies too heavily on words to make full
sense without speaking the language. Despite this, Freaks is visually arresting:
four men in acid-toned tutus are presided over by a Promethean dictator, who
uses cruelty to help them fulfil their dreams of transformation. In wry but
heartbreakingly sincere pokes at beauty’s artifice and cultural construction they
wriggle upside down in their tutus, replace pliés with wide-legged moves. It
becomes vicious when rubber bands are strapped to faces and wigs torn off, all
leading to a climax that magically blends commentary on the pain of fashion
with references to Swan Lake and the ugly duckling. This, combined with an
Almodovarian palette and soundtrack, ends up leaving me eager to see it again
in full translation.

Pink Mama Theatre’s Freaks with Slawek Bendrat, Dominik Krawiecki, Tomasz Pomersbach,

Giuliano Guerrini and Marek Wieczorek
© Jakub Wittchen. (Click image for larger version)

Andrzej Adamczak’s pacey Need Me is full of athletic glamour, tackling power
struggles between self and ego. Photo-shoot lit with on-stage spots, and a
magazine-spread feel, Adamczak and Katarzyna Rzetelska tumble and tangle,
pushing each other out of the spotlight, yanking hair and limbs. It's brassy but

http://dancetabs.com/2014/11/polish-dance-platform-lublin-2014/ 26.11.2014
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Lublin/Polish Dance Platform 2014: Pink Mama Theatre "FREAKS"

9 November 2014 | 18:00 | Lublin: Chatka Zaka - Auditorium (Polish: Sala Widowiskowa) of the
Chatka Zaka Academic Cultural Centre, ul. Radziszewskiego 16

performance presentation

The Pink Mama Theatre has produced a specific freak show, inspired by Hans-
Christian Andersen’s The Ugly Duckling, Pyotr Tchaikovsky's Swan Lake, and Urlich
Seidl's stylistically different film Hundstage. The piece focuses on two radically
opposite urges: the desire to be unique, accepted and loved the way you are, and the
need to adapt and integrate. Freaks is an attempt to show two contrasting worlds: in
both every weakness conceals dreams, fantasies, and a yearning for a more beautiful
life.

premiere: 9 February 2013, Dampfzentrale, Bern, Switzerland

idea, conceptm, direction, choreography: Stawek Bendrat, Dominik Krawiecki
performance: Marek Wieczorek, Tomasz Pomersbach, Giuliano Guerrini, Stawek
Bendrat, Dominik Krawiecki

produced by: Dampfzentrale Bern, Kanton Bern, Stadt Bern, Burgergemeinde Bern
The Pink Mama Theatre has produced a specific freak show, inspired by Hans-
Christian

Pink Mama Theatre is an independent theatre founded by Stawek Bendrat and
Dominik Krawiecki in March 2011. Their joint search for the queer in theatre began
with the stagingof Gier at Luzerner Theater in 2007. Next, in Marseille, they produced
an experimental 45-minute film Id, in which movement played a major role. The pair’s
subsequent productions include Yugoboy.com, made in Bern and drawing inspiration
from the work of Marina Abramovic, as well as Bendrat’s solo - Pinku chirashi. As Pink
Mama Theatre, they produced: Escort (2011), Afterparty (2012), Ariel, or Swinger’s Planets (2012),
and Freaks (2013). In Poland the ensemble performed in Gdarisk, Lublin, Krakéw, and Wroctaw.
In 2013 the Pink Mama Theatre were offered residency at Bern’s Dampfzentrale (the
theatre’s home in the 2013/14 and 2014/15 seasons), one of Switzerland’s top dance
centres. The primary topics of the company’s work are corporeality, sexuality, and
gender, while the main aim of their artistic explorations is human emotionality and
desires.
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Poznan: “Dances with
Camera” - short dance films
competition at the Short
Waves Festival 2015

21 November 2014

Dances with Camera is an international
competition for short films focused on
the subject of dance, motion,
physicality and the pursuit of
unrestrained forms of expression. The
competition is open to short films,
made not earlier than 1January 2013
which have dance as the subject. The
maximum length of a film is 30
minutes. Best films will be selected by
the Festival's Organiser to take part in
the Dances with Camera Competition,
which takes place in Poznan on 24-25
March 2015,

The competition is open for entries
until 31 December 2014. More info,
technical requirements, competition
regulations and application form for
Dances with Camera competition are

more
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Polish Dance Platform: Lublin, 7-9 November 2014

01:11

The Polish Dance Platform aims to seek out and promote the most interesting original
dance productions made in Poland or by Polish choreographers. The first event of this
kind in Poland was the "taniec.pl’ showcase held in 2003 in Warsaw as part of the
Body/Mind International Contemporary Dance Festival. The idea was revived five years
later. To date, Poznan’s Zamek Culture Centre and the Art Stations Foundation have
made three editions of the showcase happen: in 2008, 2010 and 2012. In 2013 the two
institutions made an agreement with the Institute of Music and Dance in Warsaw
which made it the main organiser of the event.

The Platform’s future editions will have a new format and will be taking place in
important culture centres across Poland in association with local dance communities. It
is open for all contemporary and classical dance professionals. Participants of the final,
three-day showcase will be selected through competition. The 2014 jury gathers ten
members: artists, journalists, curators and dance theoreticians from across Poland.

http://www.polskaplatformatanca.pl/en/2014/about-the-platform 12.12.2014
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The finale of the Polish Dance Platform will take place on 7-9 November 2014 in Lublin.
We already look forward to welcoming all dance lovers and professionals interested in
Polish choreography to this beautiful city.

We hope that the forthcoming Platform, held in partnership with The Centre for
Culture in Lublin, will become an opportunity to reinvigorate collaboration within the
Polish dance community and with international partners. PPT 2014 will put special
emphasis on partners from Central and Eastern Europe, who have traditionally been
close to the city’s cultural heart.

As always, the final showcase will be an occasion to invite festival directors, managers
of dance institutions, journalists and dance curators from across Europe, the USA and
Asia. We believe that this will open up new opportunities for Polish artists to be present
on the international scene.

http://www.polskaplatformatanca.pl/en/2014/about-the-platform 12.12.2014



