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Sweaty, Sassy and Beckettian: Olympiade by the Pink Mama Theater

| recently discovered astonishing projects exploring and incorporating gender-related themes to their
work, be it in theatre, cinematography or media art. As a result, | have been seriously digging back
into queer and feminist literature and music, spending sleepless nights binge-watching activist
interviews on YouTube. | have been drenching myself in this rich culture, contemplating project ideas

| could soon be working on.
But this post won't be about all this.

It will be about the 's fantastic show Olympiade, which was on between the 24th,
25th, 29th and 30th September at the in Bern. It will also soon be staged at the

in Poland. The independent company was founded five years ago by
Slawek Bendrat and Dominik Krawiecki. Essentially from Poland and France, the members are
sensational multi-talented performers: remarkable dancers, actors, singers, athletes and multi-
linguists, they take us on journeys to the confines of sentiment, envy, jealousy, yearning and love -

opening up perspectives on relationships as well as on societal issues.

So, two weeks ago, | hopped on board and took the journey with them...



http://www.lachamade.eu/
http://www.pinkmamatheatre.com/pinkmama.php
http://reitschule.ch/reitschule/?infos
http://www.teatrrozbark.pl/
http://www.teatrrozbark.pl/
https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-PawpSBky89w/V-5K3QzmRCI/AAAAAAAAAL0/ryL2K2i-VZsHufHhG9gnbjZrZIVm0kaVACEw/s1600/IMG_2999_1.jpg�

Olympiade's cinical clowns: Ronald McDonald and the Joker.
Valentin Markus opened the performance with a superb rendition of Brigitte Bardot and Serge

Gainsbourg's nonchalant Bonnie And Clyde, thus introducing the play's central character duo of the
same name played by Marek Wieczorek and Dominik Krawiecki. Bonnie and Clyde seem to echo
Beckett's wretched duo, Hamm and Clov, from the play Endgame (1957). In fact, Hamm and Clyde

are both paraplegic, bound to their wheelchairs and respectively tended to by Clov and Bonnie.

Similarly also, Olympiade's Bonnie and Clyde share a complex psychological relationship tinged with
deceit and interdependence. The public sees these negotiated ties unroll as the pair tyrannise the
pawns of their very own chess tournament.

Impressive athletic preformances from the actors
Yet, while Endgame is set in a post-apocalyptic, sterile world, Olympiade remains deeply anchored in
our current context. Throughout the play, repeated visual or spoken references occur, whereby fast
food culture, comic supervillains, the recent Olympic Games entangled with issues of homophobia,
ethics and discrimination are being dealt with. Alive with the contradictions of our society, the

ensemble sweats its way through the play, headed for a turbulent ending.

As it appears, a lobbying pair of clowns, including a Ronald McDonald lookalike (Bonnie), assumes the
position of leadership for these Olympiades. Smoking cigars, drinking and eating junk food on stage,
the sardonic couple claims the right to advocating and assessing harsh lifestyle ideals in contradiction
with their own behaviours. Frustration and corruption ensue, which equally end up perverting the

competition and the relationships.



https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-G7Z4RJILguk/V-5K2dM8JbI/AAAAAAAAALw/MULYpQTx5CwjRwX7Ry8ynOcIjnKroStoACEw/s1600/IMG_3004_1.jpg�

After the show
In the midst of the action, ties do emerge, develop and become tangled up with emotions. Among

other things, issues of sexual corruption and queer relationships in athletics are being raised, but not

without a satirical twist and a touch of sassiness.

Today, | happen to be in Wroclaw, where some of the performers come from in Poland, and friends
of theirs have expressed concerns that the play might cause controversy. Has it in Switzerland? | can
hardly speak for the entire audience, but my feeling is that it hasn't. Plus, looking at its press
coverage, Olympiade was received quite positively!

Will it be when staged in Poland? | can't answer this question yet but, while queer voices may have
been turned low in the highly Catholic national mood, The Pink Mama Theater is offering crucial
resistance and an outlet for expression, developing an audience that everywhere thrives for more
alternative narratives. This is a brave approach found in most of their plays, something they can

really be praised for.

Grosse Halle, Reitschule, Bern
The dramatic climax happens a little before the ending. Following a final and fatal treason by Bonnie,

a defenceless Clyde faces the claws of the cheated and awfully frustrated athletes. A bare-breasted
Marianne of the Olympiades launches a brutal protest in an imagery not dissimilar to that associated

with the French-Revolution - beheading involved and all that.

One last projection however comes to lighten up the mood with laughter again:
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Clyde, on a yacht.
Happy as ever.
Making it in St Tropez.
Ever true to his
Arrogant.

Egoistical.

Sardonic.

Self.
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